
Mustang Musings
MORRIS CENTRAL SCHOOL     NEWSLETTER

The first duty of man is to think for himself.  March/April 2016
 —José Marti

From the Superintendent’s Desk
I am writing this article the day after we had the basketball 

game and fundraiser for the basketball player from Milford who 
is going through serious health issues. I want to personally thank 
the community and students for your outpouring of support and 
generosity for this student and his family. I have always said that 
I feel very lucky to be able to be the superintendent in such a 
great school district and that we have a great group of students. 
This only helped demonstrate my thoughts. 

On January 28, we had our first Shared Decision Making 
(SDM) Team meeting where we discussed possible ways to use 
our SMART Bond allocation. The SDM team is comprised of 
faculty, staff, community members, parents and students. If you 
are interested on being part of the SDM team or just part of the 
discussion about our use of the SMART Bond money, please give 
the District Office a call at 263-6102. The SDM team will be 
meeting on a monthly basis, but we may hold additional meetings 
to discuss our SMART Bond plan.

Both the Board of Education and SDM Team feel that the best use 
of the SMART Bond money is to concentrate on security upgrades 
and upgrades to our infrastructure to support the added security 
measures. As part of this plan, one of the initiatives is to update our 
phone system. Our current system is so antiquated that it is becoming  
difficult to find parts when there are issues with our phones. We 
also want to interface our phone system with our PA system so 
that it will be easier to activate a lockdown if needed. Other pos-
sibilities are to upgrade to a digital camera system, update our 
outside lighting in certain areas and to reconfigure the security 
at our front entrance. I am hoping to use some of the money this 
coming year for immediate needs and then to use it as part of a 
larger capital project.

In other news, on February 11, the community passed the bond 
resolution to purchase a new bus, car and truck. This is will help 
continue our vehicle replacement schedule and assist in keeping 
repair costs down. Thank you to everyone who voted.

The school board and staff are continuing to develop the 2016-
2017 budget. We have had good news concerning ERS and TRS 
rates and with our fuel bid, but other line items have increased 
and we are still unaware of the level of state aid that we will 
receive. I am hoping that when this newsletter comes out, we will 
have a better idea and will have a draft budget ready. As always, 
we continue to try to contain costs as much as possible without 
negatively impacting our student program.

—Mr. Matthew Sheldon, Superintendent   

From the Principal’s Corner
As we move into March, it is difficult not to think about 

the promise of spring that is ahead of us! At this time it truly 
begins to feel like we are in the homestretch. As always, 
the coming months will be filled with many exciting events 
and learning opportunities. Everyone seems to have more 
energy as the days get longer and the weather gets nicer! 
However, we still need to stay focused; it is important to 
remember that there is still much to do in order to success-
fully complete the year.

New York State testing for students in grades 3-8 is just 
around the corner. Students in grades 3-8 will be taking 
ELA tests on Tuesday, April 5-Thursday, April 7. The 
Math exams will be given on Wednesday, April 13-Friday, 
April 15. 

As you may have seen or heard on the news, there have 
been significant changes to both these exams. The changes 
were made to improve the testing experience for students 
and increase the validity of exams. The three major changes 
are as follows:
•	 Greater	involvement	of	teachers	in	the	test	development	

process;
•	 Fewer	number	of	test	questions;	and
•	 A	shift	to	untimed	testing.

As we move forward and receive communications from 
NYSED regarding the changes we will continue to share 
information with families. If you have questions regarding 
the changes, please contact your child’s teacher.

Your role as parents/guardians is crucial and we appreci-
ate all you do. Please reinforce habits of good attendance. 
Take this opportunity to discuss the importance of learning 
habits, active participation and completion of class work/
homework. These discussions with your children abso-
lutely make a difference. Ask your children every evening 
about their progress and communicate regularly with their 
teachers. If you do not already have access to PowerSchool, 
please	call	Elaine	Parker	in	the	Guidance	Office	(263-6116)	
to set up an account. PowerSchool allows you to check your 
child’s progress on homework, quizzes and tests.

This last phase of the year will be a success as we work 
together to make it happen! With our committed staff, 
wonderful students and encouraging families, nothing can 
prevent us from reaching and surpassing our goals!

—Katharine Smith, Principal
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Norwich, New York Engaging Your Child in History—Parent Resources
•	 https://kids.usa.gov/

•	 http://www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/history/history.pdf

•	 http://www.greatschools.org/gk/category/academics/social-studies/

•	 http://www.teach-nology.com/teachers/subject_matter/social_studies/

•	 http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/

Pre-Kindergarten Registration
We are now accepting applications for our Pre-K class for the 2016-2017 

school year. To be eligible, your child must be 4 years old prior to December 1, 
2016 and live in the Morris Central School District. Please be advised that the 
class is limited to 21 students and is filled on a first come, first served basis. 

If you would like information on how to register your child, please contact 
Elaine	Parker	in	the	Guidance	Office	at	263-6116	by	March	25,	2016.

Looking for Evidence
Learning methods of research, fifth graders looked in books, National 

Geographic magazines and internet websites for evidence that ancient civiliza-
tions, such as the Maya and Inca, were complex civilizations.

The students discovered petroglyphs of the Ancient Pueblo, which inspired 
their own drawings and stories to accompany their pictures.

—Mrs. Norman,	Fifth	Grade

After School Programming Update
Since the termination of CROP (Summer 2012), the District has been work-

ing to bring an after school program back to Morris. We are currently working 
on two different grants that will provide educational, cultural and recreational 
activities to all Morris students three days per week and for a month during 
the summer.

The first grant is being submitted through a consortium of local schools 
and is focused on grades 5-12. The purpose of the grant is to provide students 
with a safe place to be after school to prevent them from being involved in 
unsafe activities some teens and pre-teens can become involved in after school 
hours when parents are still at work. This grant is through the New York State 
Education Department. If we are awarded the grant the afterschool program 
would start in the fall of 2016.

The second grant is through the Community Foundation for South Central 
New York. Morris is applying for this grant individually. The focus of this 
grant will be Pre-K–grade 4 to provide students with a safe place to receive 
educational enrichment and remediation, exposure to recreational and cultural 
activities and practice living a healthy, balanced life. If the District is awarded 
this grant the program will start in the fall of 2016. 

If the CROP grant becomes available Morris has already expressed an interest 
to be part of a consortium to apply. Various timelines have been suggested as 
to when the grant will be available. We are keeping our eyes open for this and 
any other funding opportunity to have an after school program at the school.

There will be JAMS (Just Another Morris Summer) this year, tentative dates 
are Wednesday, July 6-Tuesday, August 2, 8:30-11:30 a.m. More information 
will follow in the next Newsletter.

—Deborah Chicorelli,  
Director of Pupil Personnel
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New Faculty and Staff
In case you didn’t know: Chris Garcia has now taken over 

the position previously held by newly retired Jean Payne. 
Sarah Saggese has also moved 

from a substitute position to 
the high school Resource Room 
replacing Linda Trimble.

My name is Sarah Saggese 
and I am a Special Education 
Teacher. I graduated high school 
from Laurens Central School 
and attended Hartwick College. 

I earned my Masters in Special Education at the State 
University College at Oneonta. I love being outside, watch-
ing sporting events, and spending time with my family. I am 
very excited to be here at Morris Central School. 

Sarah Talbot  is the new 
Permanent Substitute.

I was recently hired as a 
permanent substitute at Morris 
Central School. I have enjoyed 
my experience thus far and I am 
getting to know the students and 
faculty well.

I	was	 raised	 in	 the	 neighboring	 town	 of	Gilbertsville.	
After graduating from high school I attended the New York 
State University College at Cortland where I completed 
a Dual Major in Social Studies and History Adolescent 
Education and a Minor in Business Management. During my 
final year of college I was fortunate enough to receive the 
Outstanding Senior Seminar Research Paper Award for an 
essay I had written on the topic of the lives of women circus 
performers in the United States during the late 19th century. 
It was a fascinating experience learning about these daring 
women who flew from the highest trapezes and somersaulted 
in mid-air to land on the bare-backs of moving horses.

My husband and I are newlyweds, just married in 
September of last year. During the Spring and Summer 
months, we enjoy riding our motorcycle. I have always had 
an appreciation for the subject of history so it is exciting 
to ride around and visit the historic sites and towns of New 
York State. Often times we ride for the day, stopping to visit 
antique shops to see what we can add to our collection. When 
we can find the time, we also visit our family camp on the 
Stillwater Reservoir in the Adirondacks. There we go hiking, 
fishing, and I love taking pictures of the beautiful scenery.   

I am looking forward to getting to know everyone in 
the school and community of Morris, and I hope this read-
ing gives you a little glimpse of who I am. I would like to 
acknowledge and thank all of the faculty and staff at Morris 
Central School who have created a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere that I have come to appreciate and enjoy.

PIG 2016
PIG,	or	Participation	In	Government,	 is	a	new	class	 to	

me. I was in Economics for the first half of the year, but 
for	the	second	half	of	the	year,	PIG	is	my	new	class.	In	PIG	
every day we start our class with reading the newspaper.  
I love the fact that we do this every day because I never 
read the paper, and I’m sure that’s the case for many of my 
classmates.

After reading the newspaper, we discuss whatever we 
think is interesting. It can be anything from the police blotter 
to important things on the front of the paper, and the best 
part is that most of the time it ends up in a great class dis-
cussion so you get to hear everyone’s thoughts. Aside from  
reading the paper every class, we learn how our government 
works and how it is run. It’s cool to learn how our govern-
ment works. 

—Hope Gengenbach, Senior

Government Class
The	new	semester	Government	class	has	worked	its	way	

through the Constitution and is now working on political 
parties. We are fortunate to have a national election to dis-
cuss this semester. The objective of this class is to make a 
more informed voter. Many students will turn 18 prior to 
the election. It is a big deal to have a Presidential election 
as your first. I have encouraged all my students to register 
to vote. If you are not a registered voter, I encourage you to 
register also. Voting is not only a right granted to all citizens 
over the age of 18, it is also a privilege.

Students are required to write about two current events 
each week. As part of this, students have to present their 
findings. This allows students to become comfortable with 
speaking in front of groups of people. As part of Participation 
in	 Government,	 students	 are	 required	 to	 embark	 on	 a	
semester-long project. This project gives the student a better 
understanding of some governmental area. Just a friendly 
reminder, the Semester Project is due on June 10. 

On	a	side	note,	my	Global	Studies	classes	have	welcomed	
a student-teacher from SUNY Oneonta. Mr. Nick Whelly 
has joined our class. He will be with us from January 11 
until March 11. Happy Exploring!

—Mr. Harmer, Social Studies

A True Story 
There was a third grade class with 22 people in it. The 

school was called Morris Mustangs. There were a lot of 
students in that school. The third grade was selected to have 
a 5210 Healthy Holiday Party. At the party there would be 
games, crafts, healthy treats, and they would drink water. 
The whole class thought the games would be fun. The games 
were fun and the crafts and the snacks were good. The whole 
class lived happily ever after. 

—Grace Sperry,	Mrs.	Walling’s	3rd	Grade	



4

7th Grade U.S. History
Mr. Thom’s history class teaches us many things that have 

happened in the past. Here we can learn about the American 
Revolution or how the Constitution was formed. We can 
learn about where people settled back then in the original 13 
colonies. Some of the things I have learned are that Britain 
decided to raise colonist taxes without their consent. This 
resulted in many protests, the Boston Tea Party, the Boston 
Massacre and the American Revolution.

Another thing we have learned is that our Constitution 
was made because the Articles of Confederation had many 
faults to it. We needed nine states at least to ratify it and 
once we did, we celebrated and published the Constitution. 
You can learn a lot from this class, I know I am. Special 
thanks to Mr. Thom. You are a great teacher.

—Matthew Wendler,	Seventh	Grader

In Social Studies we’re learning about time in the 1700’s. 
We’ve just gotten out of British rule. We turned our 13 
Colonies into 13 states. It’s really cool learning about our 
country before we added all fifty states.

Social Studies is really cool to learn about. It is very cool 
to learn about our country’s past.

—Katie Tilley,	Seventh	Grader

8th Grade U.S. History
So far this year, we have been learning about U.S. his-

tory from the Civil War to the Progressive Era, but we have 
also taken time to learn about more recent events that have 
occurred in the world. We have spent a good amount of 
time on each of our chapters making sure we comprehend 
what we are learning. We usually learn in class about what 
our section is about, focusing on important people, places, 
and events, and have time to start our homework. For our 
homework, we usually have notes to fill out based on our 
textbook or a short worksheet summarizing the section. 
Then, we go over any questions people have.

Our class has also done enjoyable projects. Most recently 
we individually picked one national park in our country 
and studied different aspects of the park from its history, 
to visitation and activities available since we are learning 
about Theodore Roosevelt.

Personally, my favorite part of class is reviewing for our 
tests because we play entertaining review games. Also, I 
like how we are able to have fun in class and joke around. 
Overall, social studies has been very interesting and engag-
ing this year, and I’m excited to learn more about our history.

—Kassie Downie,	Eighth	Grader

Economics
Economics with Mrs. Murad always has something 

important to offer. I love her class because I always take 
something useful home with me. Instead of learning how to 
prove that a triangle is actually a triangle, we learn about our 
government and important things like that. A few weeks ago 
we had the pleasure of meeting people from the Community 
Bank in Morris. They taught us things about retirement, 
checking and saving accounts. If I learned one thing from 
that day, it would be that you can never start saving too early. 
The earlier you start saving, the more interest you will have 
accumulating in your bank account and we all know that 
having a few more dollars never hurt anyone.

Other than all the things we learned about banking and 
checking, we get to learn about what is actually happening 
in our government in present time. We get to watch the 
presidential debates, which I feel is important because very 
few students actually watch them at home. It is important 
to know what our future president’s views are on things.  
We even discuss economic debates like should Fantasy 
Football be legal, which would actually impact our economy 
more than you would think. 

In economics we do more than just learn things that we’re 
probably going to forget. We learn things that are applicable 
to our everyday lives. We learn important things that you 
use in the real world, and every day; it’s something new. 

—Hope Gengenbach, Senior

Global History 
The	Global	1	 class	has	begun	 its	 trek	 through	history.	 

We began with prehistoric cultures and have worked our way 
through Africa. We have learned many new and interesting 
things such as a monsoon is not necessarily a rain storm; it 
can also be dry. We have also studied some of the greatest 
early civilizations known to man, from Egypt, Mesopotamia 
and	early	India	to	the	ancient	Greeks.	Soon	we	will	embark	
on an adventure into our first major research project of the 
year. 

The	Global	2	class	picked	up	where	they	left	off	last	year.	
Global	Studies	is	a	two-year	course	ending	with	a	Regents	
exam in June. We are getting into the material most students 
enjoy. New this year, students will be using inquiry learn-
ing. This asks the students to work towards answering a 
Compelling Question. Students break down a set of documents  
to reach this goal. The hope is that we can do more activities 
by eliminating the need to take notes in class. A research 
project is right around the corner. In previous years, this 
research project involves the students teaching a lesson as 
part of a group. Students learn from each other and also 
realize just how hard it is to teach a lesson. 

—Mr. Harmer, Social Studies
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Arts in Education News
On December 21, 

we welcomed Per ry 
Ground	to	MCS.	Perry	
is a Turtle Clan member 
of the Onondaga Nation 
of the Haudenosaunee 
(Iroquois) Confederacy. 
He has been telling 
stories for over 20 years 
as a means of educat-

ing people about the culture, beliefs and history of the 
Haudenosaunee. He has shared his stories in countless 
museums, libraries, classrooms and festivals throughout 
the northeast. 

Currently, Perry is 
the Project Director of 
the Native American 
Re sou rce  Ce nt e r 
within the Rochester 
City School District. 
During his visit, he 
spent two periods with  
Mrs. Waffle’s Junior 
English classes and three periods with students in grades 3-5, 
presenting I Will Now Tell a Story—a storytelling presenta-
tion filled with traditional Iroquois legends that have been 
told for hundreds of years and Life in a Longhouse Village—
an artifact-filled presentation which gave a broad overview 
of the history, culture and traditions of the Iroquois. 

—Mrs. Kirsch, Library Media Specialist

Native Stories
In December, Mrs. Waffle’s Junior English classes had 

an	interesting	visitor,	Perry	Ground.	Mr.	Ground	is	a	Native	
American who is a superintendent at a school in Rochester. 
He is also very active with the Fenimore Museum, where 
the English classes were able to take a field trip earlier in 
the	school	year.	Ground	came	into	the	English	classes	and	
spoke with the students about his Native American heritage 
and history. After this engaging history lesson, the students 
were able to hear unique and interesting Native American 
stories which have been passed down for generations.

This was a unique experience for the students who were 
exposed to something different than the average school days 
that they are used to. Mrs. Waffle’s students were able to 
see how stories are told and not just hear how they are told. 
Students wrote their own myths as well as part of a unit on 
Native American Sherman Alexie’s novel Flight. 

—Matthew Harrington, Junior

Thank Y ou, Mr. Ground!
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—Jillian Maerz,	Fifth	Grade

Lady Mustang Basketball
This year in basketball, the girls’ team didn’t have a lot 

of numbers, but every player made up for it with hard work.  
The	Varsity	Girls’	team	had	eight	players	and	the	JV	girls	
team had only six players. They practiced together all year 
long because it is hard to do things with only eight or six 
players. When first-year JV player, Kylie Brigham, was 
asked how it felt to practice with the Varsity team, she said, 
“At first I was really scared to come to practice. I didn’t 
know anyone that well and I was the youngest of everyone. 
Throughout the season, I got to know everyone more and 
made so many great friends, everyone was so inspiring 
and it was such a great environment.” Having more than 
one coach at practice was great because the girls were able 
to learn a lot more and if someone needed extra help, there 
was always someone there to help. Overall, practicing all 
together was very beneficial for the girls. 

The	 Varsity	 Girls’	 team	 finished	 regular	 season	 with	
a record of 12-7 and the JV team finished 5-10. Although 
neither team was undefeated all the girls continued to work 
hard at practices and improved every game. For the Tri-
Valley	League	Playoffs,	the	Varsity	Girls	were	seeded	6th	
and ended up winning the 5-8 seed playoff games. At the 
end	of	February,	 the	Varsity	Girls	moved	onto	sectionals.	
Their first game was held on February 17. The team worked 
hard and tried to make their season last as long as possible. 

—Morgan Flint, Senior

Distance Learning 
Distance Learning classes have been a wonderful addition 

to Morris Central School. Distance Learning classes give 
the ability for students to take classes that are not offered 
directly from teachers in Morris. These classes give students 
the opportunity to take mainly college classes through a 
local college or another high school that offers the class. 

These classes are set up like a huge Skype or FaceTime 
calls; there are cameras in the Distance Learning rooms 
in Morris and in the host schools, so both schools can see 
each other. 

The evolution of technology has really brought so much 
to the classroom. Students taking these classes e-mail teach-
ers their homework assignments while the teacher posts on 
either	Google	Classroom	or	Moodle.

I am currently taking an economics course through 
Milford Central School, and I absolutely love the class and 
the way it is set up. Not having the teacher in the same room 
as you may be difficult at times, but e-mailing is the best 
way to communicate.

Distance Learning is truly an amazing option at MCS 
that honestly benefits the students.

—Liana Garry, Senior

Morris Central School Receives  
TSC School Garden Grant

On Febr uar y 3, 
Morris Central School 
received notification 
that  we had been 
selected to participate 
in Dig It, a School 
Gardens	 Curriculum	
Program. This is a 
partnership between 
T r a c t o r  S u p p l y 

Company and the National Agriculture in the Classroom 
Organization. Our school will receive a comprehensive K-5 
garden curriculum guide developed by National Agriculture 
in the Classroom, as well as a $500 TSC gift card to purchase 
items needed for the school garden. 

We hope to use these funds and the curriculum to form 
a partnership between the high school Agricultural Science 
class and the elementary students next year. This grant and 
curriculum will help us bring our school’s greenhouses back 
to life again!

—Ms. Donnan, Science
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College for Every Student
Our 11th grade mentors have been busy every Tuesday 

helping their 6th grade mentees with their math or read-
ing assignments. It brings back memories of math with 
Mr. Sander! In turn, the 6th grade students have become 
mentors to the first and second grade students being their 
reading buddies.

One fun activity we did this year was to make snowmen 
for the Pre-K class. The body of the snowman was a micro-
wave popcorn packet, a pair of gloves became the hat and a 
scarf tied it all together. 

“It is a good program because it allows the sixth grade 
mentees to learn about the options that they will have when 
they get to high school and beyond,” said Joe Card, Junior.

“It is an excellent leadership program, and it gets us ready 
for our future endeavors,” said Nancy Yaeger, Junior.
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News from Elementary Guidance
Ways Busy Parents Can Help Children  
Succeed on Standardized Tests

Standardized tests are used to measure student achieve-
ment and to tell schools which skills students need to 
improve. With information gathered from a standardized 
test, teachers can design lessons to raise your child’s aca-
demic performance. You can boost your child’s performance 
on standardized tests by following the tips suggested by 
The Parent Institute. These tips will help your child feel 
confident, well prepared, and ready to succeed on these 
important tests.
Attendance Makes a Difference

Teachers can’t teach students who aren’t in school. 
Research shows that regular school attendance can result in 
significant test score gains. So remember: Make sure your 
child is in school every day.
•	 Don’t	 schedule	 medical	 appointments	 during	 school	

hours if at all possible.
•	 Don’t	 take	 your	 child	 out	 of	 school	 for	 a	 family	 trip	 

or activity.
•	 Don’t	 allow	 your	 child	 to	 be	 tardy.	 Have	 your	 child	

get ready the night before so he/she can get to school  
on time.

Good Health=Good Test Scores
Getting	 ready	 for	 a	 big	 exam	 requires	 more	 than	 just	

studying. Your child must be physically fit too. So don’t 
forget the following as your child prepares for big exams.
•	 Breakfast.	Get	your	child	in	the	habit	of	taking	time	for	

a nutritious breakfast every day. Even toast and a piece 
of fruit will provide the body and brain with energy.

•	 Sleep.	 Get	 your	 child	 into	 a	 regular	 sleep	 routine.	 
Most children need at least nine to ten hours of sleep 
each night.

•	 Exercise.	Encourage	your	child	 to	exercise	every	day.	
Exercise increases oxygen to the brain and helps with 
thinking and memory. 

These tips will help your child feel confident, well-
prepared, and ready to succeed on these important tests.

—The Parent Institute, 2012

Hollywood Hillbillies
The Senior Chorus will be presenting their spring musi-

cal Hollywood Hillbillies on Friday, March 11 and Saturday, 
March 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the MCS Auditorium. Admission 
is $6.00 for adults, $5.00 for students, and children under 
five are free.

This musical, written by Tim Kelly and Scott Keys is a 
spin-off of the funny television show The Beverly Hillbillies. 
It takes place in the Ozark Mountains where the townspeople 
of	 Happy	Hollow	 discover	 that	 Granny’s	 got	 natural	 gas	
under her land. Unfortunately, the state is also putting a new 
highway right through the center of town and big changes 
will have to happen. There are also kin from Hollywood who 
are visiting and getting an education of what life is like in 
Happy Hollow.

The Senior Chorus is hard at work on the musical.  
There is a lot of talent this year and the musical features 
many different students. The profit we make from this show 
goes toward our NYC Broadway trip in the fall. 

Come on out and enjoy Hollywood Hillbillies on  
March 11 and 12.

—Mrs. Cheryl Ernst, Music

All-County News!
Hello, from the Music Department! We have two All-

County Music Festivals happening this winter. On February 4  
and 6, the first All-County Festival was held at Worcester 
Central School. The ensembles that performed at this concert 
were Junior Chorus, Jazz Choir and Senior Band. 

Members of the All-County Junior Chorus are Gabbi 
Eklund, Emma Ryther, Adriana Sperry, Abby Maurelli, 
Miranda Carrabba, Anthony Schoentube, Nate Edwards 
and Chino Osuna.

Nicole Madero made the All-County Jazz Choir and David 
Dugan and Joe Card made the All-County Senior Band.

On March 3 and 5, the second All-County Festival will 
take place at Cooperstown Central School. The ensem-
bles performing at this concert are Elementary Chorus, 
Elementary Band, Junior Band and Senior Chorus.

Members of the All-County Elementary Chorus are Leah 
Rehrmann, Ethan Wagner, Brendyn Maerz, Mackenzie 
Graves, Madison Aikins, Laurel Brigham, Landen Tyler 
and Skylar Feather.

Members of the All-County Elementary Band are Etain 
LaLonde, Fiona Ventura and Nicole Meyers.

Members of the All-County Junior Band are Hannah 
Tilley, Kate Morano, Mollie Dugan, Morgan Valentine, 
Emma Ryther, Abby Maurelli and Nate Edwards.

Members of the All-County Senior Chorus are Maggie 
Ernst, Nicole Madero, David Dugan and Frazer Bourgeois.

Congratulations to all the students who will be perform-
ing in All-County!

—Mrs. Ernst, Music

Yankee Doodle Circus Came to Morris
On Sunday, January 24, the Yankee Doodle Circus came 

to town. What a great show. Attendance was good and the 
little kids seemed to enjoy themselves, as did the adults. 
With	such	wonderful	acts	 from	Germany	and	Russia,	 the	
crowd was wowed with great feats of strength and balance, 
as well as some wonderful poodle tricks. 

We hope the circus will be back next year. We look for-
ward to a great crowd again. Thanks for coming!

—MCS Class of 2016
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Community Compassion

On February 3, the Morris Mustangs and the Milford 
Wildcats played a special game for Keenan Holliday #24. 
Holliday was a player for the Wildcats and was diagnosed 
with a serious brain injury and needed some support.  
During the game there was a donation jar for Keenan and 
throughout the game we managed to raise over $1,550 for 
Keenan. It was really great to see everybody coming together 
to help a good friend who was in need. In addition, the MCS 
faculty and staff raised $90 more for Keenan.

Mr. Sheldon was impressed with the support our community 
showed. He said, “As a school, I strongly feel that the education 
of students doesn’t stop once they leave the classroom; it is also 
through the many extra-curricular things we offer the students 
and by also acting as positive role models. Last night, I think 
the students of both schools were positive role models for the 
adults from both communities. It didn’t matter whether we are 
a Mustang or a Wildcat, we can always work together for a 
common cause.” It was really spectacular that we were able to 
come together to help Keenan Holliday out in his time of need. 

—Joseph Card, Junior

Spanish Vs Tries Patatas Bravas

While watching the movie Biutiful, a telling story of 
a young man in Spain who has a sordid past but is trying 
to make good on his life, the students were introduced to 
Patatas Bravas. This delicious dish of Spain is made simply 
with fried potatoes and a special sauce, called brava. It is 
a mixture of olive oil (native to Spain), spices, garlic (lots 
of garlic) and a bit of lemon. The dish is a staple among 
Spanish families. While studying in Spain this past summer,  
Mrs. Telfer picked up a jar of the brava sauce and saved it 
for a special occasion . . . sharing it with her class.

“I love potatoes,” said Nicole Madero. “The sauce is 
amazing,” added Izzy Funk. 

I think it’s just as important for the kids to taste Spanish 
as it is for them to speak Spanish. And, it doesn’t hurt that 
the patatas bravas are just incredible!

—Mrs. Joanne Telfer, Spanish

Spelling Whiz
Mollie Dugan won the Morris 

Central School Spelling Bee for 
the second year in a row. You 
may remember that Mollie rep-
resented our school and region 
as one of only 285 students at the 
National Spelling Bee last year 
in Washington, D.C., where she 
made it through the end of the 
second round. This year, Mollie 

won the local spelling bee in the seventh round, held in the 
Morris Central School auditorium on December 22, by cor-
rectly spelling the championship word, pneumonia.

Mollie will compete in the regional spelling bee this 
March for a chance to return to the National Spelling Bee. 
The regional competition, sponsored by The Daily Star and 
DCMO BOCES, is held at SUNY Oneonta. The Morris 
Central School community wishes Mollie the best of luck 
at the regional competition. Mollie said she is “nervous and 
excited!”

—Mr. Degan, ELA

Congratulations!
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Morris Central School allows the Girl Scouts and Cub 
Scouts to use their facilities sometimes for pack events or 
meetings. Some of our Webelo II Scouts have been busy 
working on some of their final requirements before moving 

White Out at Morris Central School

The “Morris student section was a sea of white shirts 
Friday night,” said Steve Derderian, a staff writer for The 
Daily Star, when he started his article about the Morris 
Mustang Varsity Boys’ basketball game last week against 
Laurens. But it was more than just the students who dressed 
in white. The whole community in the fan section was 
dressed in white. There must have been at least 100 people 
there.

“The obvious school spirit was really exciting and 
invigorating—I hope it becomes a weekly Friday night 
game tradition,” said Morris Central faculty member Julene 
Waffle. Students loved it too. Morgan Flint, a senior at 
Morris, said, “The white out was amazing. It was nice to see 
the whole school and community come together and bring 
all of their energy to support our boys!”

According to Wikipedia the white out tradition dates back 
to 1987 with the Winnipeg Jets, a Canadian hockey team.  
The fans wore white to intimidate their opponents during 
playoffs. The Morris Mustangs’ “White Out” sure was 
intimidating. It also united the Morris community. 

Liana Garry, a senior at Morris Central, came up with 
the idea. She made f lyers about the white out and put infor-
mation on Facebook. She said, “We’ve seen other schools 
do it, and our boys really needed a boost of support so we 
thought it would be nice to do. It took two days to organize. 
I loved it, and I think everyone that was there did as well.” 
The	Girls’	Varsity	Basketball	team	and	many	others	made	
posters to hang on the walls of the gym and some people 
made sticks with the pictures of the faces of their child or 
grandchild who was on the team to hold up during the game.

A sophomore varsity player, Robert Child said, “It made 
us nervous a little bit at first, but it was a good atmosphere 
to play in.” Fifth grader and varsity boys’ team manager, 
Jonathan Child said, “I think the white out was a great thing 
that the students did to help support the Mustang basketball 
team. It was so loud and exciting in the gym. I really think 
we should do it more!”

Coach	 Garcia	 posted	 his	 appreciation	 on	 the	 Morris	
Mustang Basketball Facebook wall. He said, “We truly 
appreciate all the love and support you showed us tonight. 
It is one of the many reasons I love coaching your Morris 
Mustangs.” 

It is very important to have school spirit. It also is important 
to feel like we belong. We were all one big family the other 
night, and I would like to see it happen again very badly. 

—Lincoln Waffle,	Fifth	Grader

on to Boy Scouts. The following articles on pages 10 and 11 
are some of the articles the fifth grade boys wrote to fulfill 
their communications requirements. 

Kids Want Snow!
The weather we had so far is wintry. In the beginning it 

was not normal; it felt like spring. When I was going to my 
first basketball practice,e it was down-pouring instead of a 
winter storm. So far my brother is mad about the weather 
because he’s not going outside a lot. I think other kids would 
enjoy more snowy weather because they can go outside and 
build a snowman, or make a snow angel, but parents don’t 
like the cold because they can get frost bite, f lu, cold, cold 
sores, sore throats, and hypothermia. But me, I like winter 
except at recess when we have to stay in.

The winter snow fall for December and January combined 
has been the lowest of all of the recent years. Example, in 
2012 there was 31.78 inches; this year the snow fall is 3.94 
inches.

—Bruce Townsend,	Fifth	Grader

Racing Derby Cars
Pack Three’s Annual Pinewood Derby was held Sunday, 

January 31, at 2:00 p.m. in the Morris Central School gym. 
The Morris Rotary Club is the main sponsor of Morris 
Scouting. Rotary Members Mr. Sheldon and Mr. Jeff Porter 
as well as several members of the Boy Scouts volunteered 
to judge as well as run the races.

My family will be racing three Pinewood Derby cars this 
year. Myself, my brother, Jacob and my Dad. My brother 
and dad designed their cars to look like a USA Hot Rod, my 
car was designed to look like a Chevy Impala.

This will be my last year racing in the Pinewood Derby. 
I won first place in overall racing two years ago with my 
car everyone called the money pit and hope to win again. 
Whether I win or lose, I’m glad to have fun racing in the 
Pinewood Derby.

—Jack Knapp,	Fifth	Grader
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A Community Remembers  
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

January 18 was Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. It is a 
national holiday, so schools had the day off. The reason we 
remember Dr. King is for being a great civil rights leader. 
He	was	born	on	January	15,	1929,	in	Atlanta,	Georgia.	Sadly,	
King was assassinated on April 4, 1968, at the young age of 
39 in Memphis, Tennessee. 

Morris Central School did something special to remember 
King and what he did for the country and for civil rights. 
According to the Morris Central School web page, “During 
the month of January we are reminded that Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. had a dream where everyone would be kind, helpful, 
and respectful to others.” All K-12 classes were invited to 
join in on a program called I Have a Dream, where students 
and teachers were asked to catch people doing acts of kind-
ness for others. Each class was trying to record 100 acts of 
kindness. An act of kindness could be something like picking 
up someone’s books, or helping a teacher. The website said, 
“In our December/January newsletter, family members were 
invited to participate in the challenge and report to you any 
acts of kindness they observe their children performing.”

Mrs. Waffle, the high school E.L.A teacher, said, “I love 
the idea of doing acts of kindness all the time. I love even 
more that keeping track brings positive attention to the kind 
deeds we do daily. I wish we took more time to notice and 
recognize all the good deeds that we do.” 

A lot of people really like what the school is doing to 
remember Martin Luther King, Jr. 

—Jonathan Child,	Fifth	Grader

Mustang Mania!
It was an exciting night on Friday, January 15. The stu-

dents and community of Morris Central School anticipated 
a close game with its rival JV and Varsity teams of Laurens 
Central School. 

The night started off with the JV Basketball teams of 
Morris and Laurens. There was much cheering to be heard as 
Morris took the lead from very early into the game. Both teams  
played hard, but Laurens was defeated by Morris. 

The mood shifted that night with a different and disap-
pointing outcome as the Laurens and Morris Varsity team 
came in to play. The game was close at the start, but soon 
Laurens took the lead that stayed consistent, throughout 
the game. It was noticeably clear that the boys of Laurens 
were much bigger than the Morris boys. The Laurens 
Leopards over powered and out played the Morris Mustangs.  
Laurens took the game in the end with a Morris upset.  
The final score was 59 to 43. 

—Jason Strain,	Fifth	Grader

The New Hot Sensation
Star Wars: The Force Awakens was a big blockbuster 

movie and is the seventh installment in the Star Wars saga. 
Now here are the episodes leading up to The Force Awakens: 
Episode I: The Phantom Menace, Episode II: Attack of the 
Clones, Episode III: Revenge of the Sith, Episode IV: A New 
Hope, Episode V: The Empire Strikes Back, Episode VI: 
Return of the Jedi. Then there’s the new movie we’re talking 
about: Episode VII: The Force Awakens. Thirty years after 
Return of The Jedi is when The Force Awakens takes place. 

Now let’s switch to a critical point of view. My Mom 
said that she liked the movie and the new characters and 
she wanted to see where it takes viewers. My sister said 
that “it’s sad,” but I can’t tell you why—I don’t want to give 
away a major part of the plot. My Dad said “they should 
have brought Darth Vader back.” I think that they should 
have given Kylo Ren a Sith name. I also think they should 
have put Luke Skywalker in more than one scene. It was a 
great movie though.

—Anthony Marano,	Fifth	Grader

Spanish III Works on  
the House of the Future

The members of the Spanish III class are learning the 
future tense, and as such, are designing the house of the 
future. Each student in the class was assigned a room of 
the house, which they had to design as if it were way in the 
future, noting what would be in the room (all the way to 
invisible camels and phones!) and then they had to create 
the rooms in 3-D and put them together in the house.

“The future tense isn’t so terrible,” said Brian Page. 
“Creating the house is kind of fun,” added Adam 
Rutherford.

From the hover-cars in the garage to the machine that 
automatically styles your hair for you in the bathroom, 
the house of the future a la Spanish III will be something 
to behold!

—Mrs. Telfer, Spanish



Many Thanks 
to All of You!

Three Cheers to . . . 
• Liana Garry for helping Mrs. Telfer clean out her 

cabinets.
• The cast and crew of Awkward Silence for a great 

performance of Rumors.
• Hannah Rearick for trying.
• John Tol and Tim Utter for helping the drama club so 

much and so often, and always with smiles on your faces!
• Yearbook staff—small numbers, big results! Can’t wait 

to see the book finished.
• Liana Garry for the extra time you have put into the 

yearbook.
• Joe Card for taking so many awesome pictures for the 

yearbook.
• All the people who have downloaded the RePlayIt App 

for uploading pictures you’ve taken directly to the 
yearbook site.

• Welcome new faculty and staff.
• The bus drivers—thanks for keeping our students safe.
• Mrs. Telfer and the students in the Drama Club for their 

outstanding presentation of the play Rumors.
• Miss Donnan for applying for and receiving a grant 

from the Tractor Supply Company that will be used to 
revitalize our greenhouses.

• The students, staff and community for your support of 
the student from Milford.

• Miss	 Saggese,	 Mr.	 Garcia	 and	 Ms.	 Francisco	 for	
becoming the newest members of our faculty/staff.

• To our seniors who have recently been accepted at 
various colleges. A few colleges that they have been 
accepted at are SUNY Cortland, SUNY Oneonta, 
Indiana University, SUNY Potsdam and Onondaga 
Community College.

• The families of the cast and crew of Rumours for their 
support and kindness throughout the production. Your 
dedication to our cause is much appreciated!

•	 The	Morris	Central	School	Booster	Club!
•	 Area	All-State	participants	at	SUNY	Oneonta.	Maggie 

Ernst played violin in the orchestra, and Joe Card and 
Chino Osuna played percussion for the orchestra; Gabbi 
Eklund sang in the Women’s Chorus and Nicole Madero 
sang in the Mixed Chorus.

SWAG Nominees—Quarter 2
Grades 9-12
Morgan Flint ............ for all of her work on the yearbook
Jaser Iniguez ............ for always doing his best
Meghan Barringer ... for being a great student
Melanie Wratten ...... for never being a procrastinator
Brent Wist ................ for always striving to do his best
Montana Tyler .......... for extraordinary effort in doing a good 

deed
Matt Harrington ...... for always doing his best
Zoe Rude .................. for helping a classmate in her wheel-

chair
Joe Card ................... for working so hard on the play and in 

Spanish Club
Joe Card ................... for his enthusiasm for photography
Griffin Leboffe ........ for helping with various errands with 

no complaints
Griffin Leboffe ........ for having such enthusiasm for learning
John Oliver ............... for working hard in class and including 

others at lunch
Grades 5-8
Garrett Aikins ......... for being such a great helper
Nicole Meyers ........... for being a helpful classmate & friend
Keegan Leboffe ........ for cleaning up the science lab without 

being asked
Liz Illaraza............... for helping to get the classroom ready
And the Winners are . . . 

Jaser Iniquez was the 
9-12	SWAG	winner	

Elizabeth Illaraza was 
the winner for grades 5-8

Class of 1991 25th Class Reunion
If you graduated from Morris Central School in 1991, 

mark your calendars! Our Class of 1991 reunion is Saturday, 
July 2 at 5:30 p.m. at The Depot in Oneonta.Please contact 
Sylvana Shields Caplanis at srcaplanis@comcast.net or 
scaplanis@caldwell.edu to reserve your place.

Emergency Cards and Contact 
Information

If you have changed your address and/or your telephone 
number, please contact the Main Office to have your child’s 
Emergency Card updated. It is important to keep all the 
contact information current.


